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Introduction
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In this study, we want to continue answering the question, “What laws are important for
Christians today?” In the earlier lessons we saw that Jesus confirmed and strengthened the
covenant with Abraham and the children of Israel at Sinai. As we continue, we will examine
the rulings from the Jerusalem Council and how Jesus confirmed them. We will then see what
God says about the Everlasting Covenant and the New Covenant.

The
Jerusalem Council
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Since Jesus’ death replaced laws for sacrifices and oblations, the early Christians wondered
which of the other laws in the Old Testament had been changed. Paul wanted to know if it
was important for Gentiles to be circumcised. To answer this question, he called a council in
Jerusalem with the other apostles and church leaders. The decision from the council is recorded
for us in Acts.

The Ruling from the Jerusalem Council
4

But that we write unto them, that they abstain from pollutions of idols, and from fornication,
and from things strangled, and from blood. For Moses of old time hath in every city them that
preach him, being read in the synagogues every sabbath day.
Acts 15 : 20–21
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It is interesting to note that this list does not say that we should love each other, or even that
we should love God, or do any of the other things Jesus confirmed, as recorded in the Gospels.
In fact by pointing out that Christians would hear the books of Moses read every sabbath, they
recognized this was not a complete list of rules for Christians to follow.
Let’s take a close look at what each of these rules mean, then we will be able to compare them
to the rules in the covenants.

Pollutions of Idols
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The Council said we should stay free from the pollutions of idols. What does this mean?
If something is polluted it is contaminated or dirty. So “pollutions of idols” means all the
dirtyness related to idolatry.1 God told the Israelites that they, too, should stay free from idols
and things related to worshiping them.

Pollutions
of Idols
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Before the Israelites entered the promised land, God told them that He would drive out the
heathen people because of their false gods and how they worshiped them. He told the Israelites
not to act in the same ways, and said if they did, the land would throw them out, too.2 If we
want to please God, we will want to avoid the things he hates. So let’s make sure we understand
what God considers to be false worship, or pollutions of idols.

Pollutions
of Idols: Abortion
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God associates the killing of babies, similar to abortion today, with idol worship.3
Thou shalt not do so unto the LORD thy God: for every abomination to the LORD, which he hateth,
have they done unto their gods; for even their sons and their daughters they have burnt in the fire to
their gods.
Deuteronomy 12 : 31
So anything God describes as an abomination is a pollution of idols. This would include more than
what we might normally think of as idol worship. Let’s take a look at some of them.

Pollutions
of Idols: Unclean Meat
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God indicates that the eating of unclean animals is an abomination unto Him and is also related to
idol worship.
They that sanctify themselves, and purify themselves in the gardens behind one tree in the midst, eating
swine’s flesh, and the abomination, and the mouse, shall be consumed together, saith the LORD.
Isaiah 66 : 17
A complete list of the unclean or abominable animals is listed in both Leviticus chapter 11 and
Deuteronomy chapter 14.

Pollutions of Idols: Jewelry
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God told the Israelites to remove their jewelry immediately after they had made the golden calf and
worshiped it.4
For the LORD had said unto Moses, Say unto the children of Israel, Ye are a stiﬀnecked people: I will
come up into the midst of thee in a moment, and consume thee: therefore now put oﬀ thy ornaments
from thee, that I may know what to do unto thee. And the children of Israel stripped themselves of
their ornaments by the mount Horeb.
Exodus 33 : 5–6

God’s People Did not Wear Jewelry
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This was not just a momentary removal, because many years later, around the time of Gideon,
Judges 8 : 24 tells us that God’s people still didn’t wear jewelry.
I205.jpg

Other
Pollutions of Idols
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Some of the other things God describes as being related to idol worship or as being abominable
unto Him are:5 drunkenness, witchcraft, cross-dressers, paying a vow by using the pay from
prostitution, remarriage to a previous spouse after marrying someone else, inexact units of
measure for buying or selling, pride, and making people angry with each other.

God Hears Those Who Obey
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One other abomination that we must notice is...
He that turneth away his ear from hearing the law, even his prayer shall be abomination.
Proverbs 28 : 9
This shows how important it is for us to learn and obey God’s law. If we love God, and want
to choose the things that please Him, and obey Jesus’ instruction to be perfect, we will want
to avoid all pollutions of idols.

Fornication
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The Council also said we should not commit fornication. This word in the New Testament is
used to describe improper sexual behavior.6
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Fornication
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The Book of Leviticus teaches that we should not have sexual relations with someone else’s spouse,7
with close relatives,8 with someone of the same gender,9 with an animal,10 or during a woman’s monthly
period.11 It explains in Leviticus 18 : 26–30 that all these are an abomination to God.
The Book of the Covenant covers some of these rules but also adds two more.12 It tells us not to lust,
because that is a type of coveting; and it explains what the punishment should be for people who have
sexual relations before marriage.

Pollutions
of Idols and Fornication are Abominations
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We have seen that the first two things the Jerusalem Council talked about, “Pollutions of Idols”
and “Fornication”, are both things that God hates and considers to be abominations. Does
Jesus agree with this?
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While in vision, John received specific messages from Jesus to the seven churches that were in
Asia Minor. Jesus warned the Pergamos church that they would be destroyed if they didn’t
stop committing fornication, eating foods oﬀered to idols, and doing other things He hates.
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But I have a few things against thee, because thou hast there them that hold the doctrine of
Balaam, who taught Balac to cast a stumblingblock before the children of Israel, to eat things
sacrificed unto idols, and to commit fornication. So hast thou also them that hold the doctrine
of the Nicolaitanes, which thing I hate. Repent; or else I will come unto thee quickly, and will
fight against them with the sword of my mouth.
Revelation 2 : 14–16

Jesus says - No Abominations
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Jesus gave this strong warning to the church at Pergamos and a similar warning to the church
at Thyatira.13 These show that Jesus agrees with the Jerusalem Council.
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Not Eating Strangled Animals and Blood
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The last item on the list from the Jerusalem Council is not to eat blood or strangled animals.
God explained to Moses that clean animals were to be eaten only if the blood was drained and
thrown away.14 Anyone who eats an animal that was strangled would be eating its blood.
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Not Eating Strangled Animals and Blood
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By giving this instruction, the Jerusalem Council confirmed that the rules in the everlasting
covenant made at Ararat are still important for Gentiles.
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Jerusalem Council Clarifies Important Older Laws
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This completed chart shows what we have learned about the covenants and what rules are
important for Christians today.
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Jerusalem Council Clarifies Important Older Laws
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We see that Jesus confirmed the covenant with Abraham, and the one at Sinai.
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We have described how the Sinai covenant repeated the judgments part of the Ararat covenant,
and the Jerusalem council confirmed the rest of it.
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Both Jesus and the Council said that we should choose the things that please God by avoiding
pollutions of idols and abominations.
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What is required of Gentile Christians today is the same as what was required of Gentiles who joined
the Sinai covenant. God told the Gentiles, in Isaiah 56, he would save those who “keep my sabbaths,
and choose the things that please me, and take hold of my covenant”. The Jerusalem Council tells
us to choose the things that please God. Jesus confirmed the covenant, which includes keeping the
Sabbaths, and then in Revelation he tells us also to avoid doing what He hates.

God’s Everlasting Covenant
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The Bible describes these three covenants as everlasting covenants.15 Since the teachings of
Jesus and the ruling from the Jerusalem Council confirm them, we can consider that together
they give us a better picture of God’s complete Everlasting Covenant.
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Have
Earth’s Inhabitants Been Faithful to God’s Covenant?
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God says that the earth’s inhabitants have broken the Everlasting Covenant.
The earth also is defiled under the inhabitants thereof; because they have transgressed the laws,
Isaiah 24 : 5
changed the ordinance, broken the everlasting covenant.
God says the people not only have broken the laws, but they have changed them, too, without
His permission or agreement.

Are There Consequences for Breaking the Everlasting Covenant?
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A few verses later, God says what will happen to the earth as a result.
The earth shall reel to and fro like a drunkard, and shall be removed like a cottage; and the transgression
thereof shall be heavy upon it; and it shall fall, and not rise again.
Isaiah 24 : 20
This agrees with the prophesy in Daniel 9 : 27 that the Messiah will make things desolate because of
abominations.16 Since the earth is still here, we know that God still cares if we keep His covenant.17

We
Deserve to Die
30
Since we have broken this covenant, we deserve to die, like Adam and Eve did when they
disobeyed.
For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God;
Romans 3 : 23
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Is There Any Hope of a New Covenant with God?
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God can forgive us, and He will make a new covenant with earth’s inhabitants. This new
covenant is described in Jeremiah 31, and is quoted in Hebrews 8. As we look at this description,
notice two promises of this covenant: (1) God will write His law on their hearts, and (2) God
will forgive their iniquity, or sins.

Jeremiah Prophesies the New Covenant
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In Jeremiah chapter 31, God reminds the Israelites that He has been faithful to the Sinai Covenant,
but that since they broke it, a new agreement needed to be made.
Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel,
and with the house of Judah: Not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers in the day
that I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt; which my covenant they brake,
although I was an husband unto them, saith the LORD:
Jeremiah 31 : 31–32

The
Terms of the New Covenant
33

I305.jpg

But this shall be the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel; After those days, saith the
LORD, I will put my law in their inward parts, and write it in their hearts; and will be their God, and
they shall be my people. And they shall teach no more every man his neighbour, and every man his
brother, saying, Know the LORD: for they shall all know me, from the least of them unto the greatest
of them, saith the LORD: for I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more.
Jeremiah 31 : 33–34

Explaining the New Covenant
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We see that the New Covenant would be started with the Israelites, but that it would also extend to
their neighbors, and to all the people of the earth, regardless of social status.
God will write His laws in their hearts, and when the promises are completely fulfilled, they will no
longer need missionaries or preachers, because all people will know the LORD and be His people. This
covenant also includes a provision for forgiveness of sins.

Has
The New Covenant Started Yet?
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Can we find in the Bible a place when God started a new covenant that has these terms? Yes.
Before He died, Jesus gathered His disciples, who were Israelites, together in the Upper Room
for the Last Supper, and made a covenant with them. He told them that His body and blood
were being given to establish the new testament, or covenant, and also for the forgiveness of
sins.18

Jesus Starts the New Covenant
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For this is my blood of the new testament, which is shed for many for the remission of sins.
But I say unto you, I will not drink henceforth of this fruit of the vine, until that day when I
drink it new with you in my Father’s kingdom.
Matthew 26 : 28–29
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Jesus
Starts the New Covenant
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So Jesus started a new covenant with the children of Israel, and He oﬀers His death as a means
for forgiving our sins, but He is still waiting for us to join Him in God’s kingdom.
I345.jpg

Has This New Covenant Been Oﬀered to All People?
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The New Covenant described by Jeremiah would start with the children of Israel, but it would
extend to all the people of the earth. Did Jesus invite everyone to be a part of the covenant
He started? Yes. After Jesus died, rose again, and was ready to go back to heaven, He clearly
instructed his followers to be missionaries and teach all of earth’s inhabitants everything they
had learned from Him.19

Has This New Covenant Been Oﬀered to All People?
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And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature. He
that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned.
Mark 16 : 15–16
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Have
All the Promises of the New Covenant Been Fulfilled?
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Jesus started to fulfill the promises of the New Covenant by oﬀering the forgiveness of sins,
through His blood, but we still need to teach each other to know the LORD. So, this is like
a wedding engagement. There is an agreement, but it isn’t the complete wedding covenant.
Jesus is still waiting for the great wedding supper of the Lamb and the consummation when he
will once again drink of the fruit of the vine with his followers.

The Wedding Supper of the Lamb
41
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Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honour to him: for the marriage of the Lamb is come, and his wife
hath made herself ready. And to her was granted that she should be arrayed in fine linen, clean and
white: for the fine linen is the righteousness of saints. And he saith unto me, Write, Blessed are they
which are called unto the marriage supper of the Lamb. And he saith unto me, These are the true
sayings of God.
Revelation 19 : 7–9
One day, God’s people will join him in a great wedding supper.

Is the New Covenant Part of God’s Everlasting Covenant?
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Much of this prophesy is repeated using diﬀerent words in Ezekiel 37 : 24–27, but here it is
called the Everlasting Covenant. It also says that all people will know the Lord and do His
laws and judgments.
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All People will Know the Lord and Do His Laws
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And David my servant shall be king over them; and they all shall have one shepherd: they shall also
walk in my judgments, and observe my statutes, and do them. And they shall dwell in the land that I
have given unto Jacob my servant, wherein your fathers have dwelt; and they shall dwell therein, even
they, and their children, and their children’s children for ever: and my servant David shall be their
Ezekiel 37 : 24–25
prince for ever.
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God will be Their God, and They will be His People
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Moreover I will make a covenant of peace with them; it shall be an everlasting covenant with
them: and I will place them, and multiply them, and will set my sanctuary in the midst of
them for evermore. My tabernacle also shall be with them: yea, I will be their God, and they
shall be my people.
Ezekiel 37 : 26–27
God will be their God, and they will be His people.

New Covenant is the Everlasting Covenant
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So the New Covenant can be considered part of the Everlasting Covenant. The new part of the
covenant agreement is that God has given us a way to be forgiven for breaking His covenant,
and given us a promise that we will eventually keep his laws and judgments, like He wanted us
to do back in The Garden of Eden.
Each of the Covenants we have examined contain promises that have not yet been completely
fulfilled.

The Blessed Hope
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With Adam and Eve, we look for a restored, perfect world.
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With Noah, we look for a complete cleansing of sin from the earth.
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With Abraham, we look for every family of the earth being blessed through Jesus’ completed
ministry.
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With Moses, we look forward to being out of the bondage of sin, and into the Promised Land
of the New Earth.
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With the apostles, we look forward to Jesus’ second coming, and having Him write His laws
completely on our hearts,
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so that we do not desire to sin any more, but can walk in liberty.
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End Notes
Page numbers are listed in parentheses to help you find where each end note is referenced.
1

The Greek word translated as “pollutions” here is α’λίσγϵµα (pronounced al-iś-ghem-ah). Strong assigned
the number 234 to this word. The entry for this word in the Greek dictionary provided in The New
Strong’s Expanded Exhaustive Concordance of the Bible / James Strong—Red letter ed. published by
Thomas Nelson Publishers, ISBN 0-7852-4539-1, is “This word denotes a pollution, contamination (Acts
15 : 20—‘pollutions of idols,’ i.e., all the contaminating associations connected with idolatry including
meats from sacrifices oﬀered to idols. See: A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and Other
Christian Literature—37d; Thayer’s Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament (Baker, 1977)—27d.”
(p. 6)

2

Leviticus 18 talks about sexual sins and verse 21 shows that these are related to idol worship. Verses
24–28 say this is why the heathen were being destroyed and that if the Israelites do the same, they, too,
will be destroyed. Deut 7 : 4 also talks about idol worshipers being destroyed by God. (p. 7)

3

Additional verses showing that killing babies is related to idol worship:
Leviticus 18 : 21. (p. 8)

4

Genesis 35 : 1–4 shows that Jacob’s family also removed their jewelry when they renewed their
commitment to God. (p. 10)

5

Here are some things God describes as being related to idol worship or as being something he hates:
Reference

Description

Deut 29 : 19-20 Drunkenness
Deut 18 : 9–13 Witchcraft
Deut 22 : 5

Wearing clothing of the opposite
gender

Deut 23 : 18

Using money from prostitution to pay
a vow
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Deuteronomy 18 : 9–10,

Deut 24 : 4

Remarrying a previous spouse after
marrying someone else

Deut 25 : 15–16 Inexact units of measure for buying or
Micah 6 : 11
selling
Prov 6 : 16–19 pride and making people angry with
each other
(p. 12)
6

The Greek word that is most frequently translated as fornication in the New Testament and used in
Acts 15 is πoρνϵία (pronounced por-nı́-ah). Strong’s definition for this word (number 4202 and the
related word 4203) includes a wide variety of improper sexual behavior. (p. 14)

7

Sexual relations with someone else’s spouse is wrong: Leviticus 18 : 20, Leviticus 20 : 10

8

Sexual relations with close relatives is wrong: Leviticus 18 : 6–18, Leviticus 20 : 11, 12, 14, 17, 19–21
(p. 15)

9

Sexual relations with someone of the same gender is wrong: Leviticus 18 : 22, Leviticus 20 : 13. These
commands are given to men, telling them what they should not do. Although these rules don’t directly
indicate that it is wrong for women to commit homosexual acts, this New Testament verses make it
clear: Romans 1 : 26–27. (p. 15)

(p. 15)

10

Sexual relations with animals is wrong: Leviticus 18 : 23, Leviticus 20 : 15–16

11

Sexual relations during a woman’s monthly period is wrong: Leviticus 18 : 19, Leviticus 20 : 18

12

Sexual sins listed in the Book of the Covenant:
Exodus
Description
20 : 14
With someone else’s spouse
20 : 17
Don’t Covet (Lust)
21 : 7–8
Rules about divorce
22 : 16–17
Premarital sexual relations
22 : 19
Sexual relations with an animal
(p. 15)

13

Revelation 2 :18–29 is the message to the church at Thyatira. The similar warning is verse 20.

14

Leviticus 17 : 10–14 tells us not to eat blood. It also tells hunters to make sure that the blood does not
stay in the animal when it is killed. (p. 20)

15

We know the least about the covenant God made with Adam and Eve, and don’t know a Bible verse that
indicates whether or not it is an everlasting covenant. The Ararat covenant is described as everlasting
in Genesis 9 : 17. The covenants with Abraham and the Israelites at Sinai are described as everlasting in
Genesis 17 : 7 (p. 27)

16

Daniel 9 : 27 describes the Messiah’s mission.
Parallel
Passage

Daniel 9 : 27

Matt. 5 : 16–17 And he shall
confirm the covenant,
with many for one week:
Zech. 13 : 1
Heb. 10 : 10
Heb. 10 : 18

and in the midst
of the week he shall
cause the sacrifice
and the oblation to cease,

Rev. 19 : 11–21 and for the overspreading
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(p. 15)
(p. 15)

(p. 19)

Is. 24 : 5–20

of abominations he shall
make it desolate,

Rev. 20 : 7–11 even until the consummation,
Rev. 20 : 12–15 and that determined shall
be poured upon the desolate.
(p. 29)
17

The prophecies in Psalm 97 and 2 Peter 3 also show us that God still cares if we keep His covenant.
(p. 29)

18

Matthew 26 : 26–29 describes Jesus starting the new testament, or new covenant. (p. 35)

19

Here is another verse that shows Jesus oﬀered the New Covenant to all people
Matthew 28 : 19–20. (p. 38)
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